Great Plains Trail 2nd Quarter Meeting
2008

Date: April 9, 2008

Location: Washita Battlefield National Historic Site, Cheyenne

Summary

Committee Members in Attendance:

Cody Darbonne – Coordinator, OWPHA

Loop Leaders:


Pauline Fahle – South Canadian Loop


Sue Hokanson – Quartz Mountain Loop


Larry Wright – Caddo Canyon Loop


Keitha Dale – Salt Plains Loop


Wendy Lauritzen – Black Kettle Loop


Mel Hickman – Hackberry Flat Loop

Danny Cook, OSU Extension, Roger Mills County
Diane S. Hassell – OSU Intern, Quartz Mountain Nature Park

Richard Zahm – Washita Battlefield National Historic Site

1. Loop Reports – Loop leaders reported on activities on their loops and one loop sent in a report that was read.  Wendy Lauritzen (Black Kettle Loop) reported on her first of two trips with a media blitz and the interest in the Great Plains Trail that she generated.  Coleta Bratten sent in her report about the South Canadian River which provided an update on the PRIDE program of which their loop is a pilot project.  A driving trip in a van was provided around the loop and was enjoyed by 9 people within the loop area.  Not only did they have a great time but the participants were able to provide some historical information about some of the destinations on the loop.  Keitha Dale reported on the Salt Plains Loop which is deep in the preparations for the upcoming Bird and Heritage Festival.  Keitha reported on the status of the crystal digging area and if there are no other discoveries of munitions or chemicals within the dig area the area could be open, at the earliest in the spring of next year.  Mel Hickman (Hackberry Flat Loop) reported on the progress of the Hackberry Flat Center and invited the committee to have their next quarterly meeting at the Center.  Larry Wright (Caddo Canyon Loop) reported that the tear-off sheets on his loop are popular and several of the distribution sites have requested more sheets!
The Outdoor Oklahoma TV program is taping the different loops using a couple that travels the state on motorcycles.  The first loop filmed was the Salt Plains Loop and it can be enjoyed through a link on the GPT website’s home page.  Check it out!  The TV crew will eventually be filming all the loops. 

2. Mel Hickman distributed templates for new site approval letters, press release and destination site certificate.  Recommendations were made and noted.  It was agreed that the site designation letters were a great way to introduce site owners to their loop leaders.  It was also suggested that existing destinations should receive a charter status certificate.  All agreed!  The OK Dept. of Wildlife offered to mail out the letters to new and existing sites with their certificates.  The offer was accepted.  

3. A site nomination for a new scenic route was received from Alfalfa County.  It was decided that the Salt Plains Loop leaders would contact the nominee and discuss an alternative route.

4. Loop leaders were reminded to provide any edits to the amenity database and road map at each committee meeting.  Please submit any WIFI (wireless internet) locations that are available on your loop to Mel Hickman.  It was also strongly encouraged that destinations on the GPT if they have a website should be sure to link to the GPT website (www.greatplainstrail.com) .  The amenity databases are not on the website yet but the ODWC’s web master is working toward that objective soon!
5. It was agreed that loop leader names and email addresses should be on the OWPHA website.  Sue Hokanson (web wizard) will contact the loop leaders (after she receives the info) to make sure that the email addresses are correct and then add them to the website.

6. OK Dept of Wildlife will be covering the cost for digitizing the road map.  Many attempts have been made to Steve Rice to provide specifications for digitizing the map.  No specifications have been submitted so far.  The committee agreed that ODWC can seek out another vendor.
7. The Great Plains Trail Photography Contest subcommittee provided results of their research on coordinating such a contest.  The subcommittee received some insight from other entities that had conducted similar contests.  Everyone is very excited about the Contest.  It represents not only another way to promote the GPT but a way to build relationships with existing site landowners.  The subcommittee will be making specific recommendations at the next quarterly meeting in order to announce the contest at Wildlife Expo.  These subcommittee members  are to patted on the back for their work!!!!!!

8. OWPHA will again have a booth at Wildlife Expo on September 26 – 28th.  In addition to the Wildlife Safari they will be announcing the photo contest.

The next meeting will be on July 9, 2008 at the new Hackberry Flat Center in Frederick on the Hackberry Flat Loop.  There is a rumor that a crawdad boil will be provided for lunch!
