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ANNUAL MEETING

The 2009 Annual Meeting will be held January 14th 2009 at the Northwestern Electric Cooperative in Woodward.  The meeting starts at 1:00.  Lunch will be provided (starting at noon).  Please RSVP either Keitha Dale (wdawkhlw@kanokla.net) or Sue Hokanson (Sue@quartzmountain.org)  by 9:00 AM Monday January 12.  Election of Officers will occur. Dues must be paid in full to be eligible for a position as an officer. The main speaker will be Christopher Rustay of the Playa Lake Joint Venture (PLJV).
All members and Great Plains Trail Loop Leaders are strongly encouraged to attend. 
2009 MEETING DATES

OWPHA schedules it’s meetings on the second Wednesday of January, April, July and October.  For 2009 those dates are: January 14 2009- (Woodward), April 8 2009-(TBA); July 8 2009-(TBA); October 14--(TBA) and the 2010 Annual meeting would be January 13, 2010.  Locations need to be determined for these meetings.  Does your loop/ community want to host an OWPHA quarterly meeting?  A meeting space that can accommodate 15-50 people is needed.  Bring your suggestions to the January 14th Annual meeting.

WINTER BIRD SURVEY

The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC) asks Oklahoman’s for help every year during their “Winter Bird Survey”.  The dates for 2009’s survey are from January 8 to January 11.  Helping is really quite simple, just choose any two days during from January 8 to January 11 to watch and record the birds at your winter feeders.  All the details can be found by visiting http://www.okwinterbirds.com/survey.html
NEED A TAX DEDUCTION?

Oklahoma Wildlife & Prairie Heritage Alliance operates under the auspice of High Plains Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council and therefore is afforded the same considerations regarding a 501(c) 3 organization.  All donations to OWPHA are tax deductible however, membership dues are not.  Membership dues for an individual/family are $20 per year and $100 per year for a business, organization or agency.  Any donated money above the membership dues is the only portion to be tax deductible.  If an invoice is required for your organization or agency, please contact OWPHA and we can easily provide one for you.  OWPHA operates strictly from grant monies and membership dues and donations.  Please consider OWPHA in your end of year giving.                Diann Adams, Treasurer
GPT 

The Great Plains Trail Committee will be meeting prior to the OWPHA Annual Meeting.  The GPT meeting starts at 9:00 AM.  Melynda Hickman will update the GPT Committee and OWPHA as to the status of the 2nd printing of the Great Plains Trail Map. 

MEMBERSHIP

Oklahoma Wildlife & Prairie Heritage Alliance operates on a limited budget.  Funding sources include grants, dues and donations.  Major funding over the years has been from capacity grants from the Playa Lake Joint Venture (PLJV), the ODWC and the Nature Conservancy.  In these more challenging economic times, membership participation is critical!  Attendance at the quarterly meetings, involvement in projects and payment of membership dues are all ways to make OWPHA a stronger voice for western Oklahoma’s wildlife and prairie heritage. 
KEITHA’S COMMENTS
Happy New Year everyone!  This being my last newsletter for 08 I want to take this opportunity to say Thanks for your support. OWPHA and it’s continuing mission of educating everyone of the unique wildlife, habitats, and opportunities for standing guardian of both can only continue with your renewed support this year.  Please come to the annual meeting on Jan. 14th to see what all has been accomplished because of you!   It’s been an honor, Keitha Dale
OWPHA’S 2008 EXECUTIVE BOARD
Chair Keitha Dale kadale@kanokla.net



Vice Chair Pauline Fahle pfahle@talogatv.com 
Secretary Coleta Bratton  deweyccd@okcc.state.ok.us 

Treasurer Diann Adams  adamsranch@pldi.net
Past Chair Kenny Knowles cknowles@pldi.net 
The USDA prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’s Target Center at (202) 720-2600.  To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 or (202) 720-6382.  USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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