[image: image1.wmf][image: image3.png]GREAT PLAINS
TRAIL OF

OKLAHOMA







Volume IV, Issue III

Lesser Prairie Chicken-Ranch Conversation III

On Tuesday September 23rd, High Plains RC&D hosted the Lesser Prairie Chicken-Ranch Conversation III in Buffalo, OK.
Kenny Knowles, immediate past president of OWPHA, was one of the primary speakers and spoke as a landowners in the area. 
Following the speakers, producers and organizations had the opportunity to speak.  At that time, OWPHA stated they were willing to do the following four things immediately to help in preserving the Lesser Prairie Chicken prior to it being listed as an Endangered Species.  
First, OWPHA offered to facilitate(within 60 days) a meeting of stakeholders to identify possible sources of funding and who might be willing to do the work to help producers obtain candidate conservation agreements with 



July – October 2008

assurances;  second, OWPHA offered do fence marking to reduce the number of collisions of the Lesser Prairie Chicken with fences provided another organization would provide funding for the materials;  third, OWPHA will continue 

to offer seminars on the use of prescribed burns to eradicate or lessen the number of Eastern Red Cedars and support the creation of additional local burning cooperatives; and, fourth, OWPHA offered to facilitate meetings with all stakeholders that would lead to the development of a region wide strategic conservation plan to address the various issues that exist with other species in a state of decline in Western Oklahoma.

 
As a result of that offer, one group stepped up to the plate and said they would pay for the fence marking material and do the work of fence marking if OWPHA would identify producers willing to have their fences marked whether they have Lesser Prairie Chickens on their properties or not.
Lesser Prairie Chicken Agency Meeting at10 AM December 9 in Stillwater. This meeting is a follow up to the Ranch Conversation and is for agencies, organizations and institutions.  Email Cody at OWPHA@pldi.net
OWPHA Brochure

Is complete and has been printed!  Stop by the High Plains RC&D and pick up a copy.  Or attend OWPHA’s Annual meeting January 14th in Woodward, pay your dues and get a copy of the brochure.


New GPT Sites

The Great Plains Trail of Oklahoma is proud to introduce two more new destinations to the GPT Map. These sites will be added to the new maps that are expected to be out soon.
Rawhide Creek Ranch and Hunt Club is found along the bluffs of the South Canadian River in Western Oklahoma. The owners first thought only of offering hunting. They soon found their Ranch was also a great place to find all kinds of birds, not just game species.  Over 12,000 acres of rolling hills, plum thickets, river bottoms and canyons are being intensely managed for wildlife. By appointment they will place birders or photographers in blinds along the creek bottom.  
Headquarters Mountain Hiking Trail and Butterfly Garden in Granite, Oklahoma. –As you near the town of Granite, Headquarters Mountain dominates the view. At it’s base, the wildflower and butterfly garden is a small but beautiful way to enjoy a close up view of many species.  The site has interpretive signage for the butterfly garden and for the two trails. I took the ‘easy’ one and the view was fantastic. Also along the path a collard lizard sat and watched us giving us a chance to get a nice look at Oklahoma’s State Reptile.  Toooo cool!

Both new sites will definitely enhance the Great Plains Trail, look for them on the new map!
Keitha Dale OWPHA Chair
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2009 Photo Contest

Oklahoma Wildlife and Prairie Heritage Alliance is looking for photos of the unique attractions, landscape, wildlife, etc. of the 30 county region covered by the Great Plains Wildlife Trail for the purpose of promoting Oklahoma's Wildlife and Prairie Heritage region as a tourist destination. 
Washita Battlefield National Historic Site is partnering with OWPHA and will be receiving and displaying photo contest entries, and hosting the photo contest judging.

Photo Contest Divisions:

Youth (K-12)
Adults 
Professional

Categories:

Wildlife
Wildflowers 
Landscapes
Lifestyles in area 
Historic Buildings
Sites or events representing our prairie heritage
Rules:
A photo submitted by an individual must have been taken by the person entering the photo.  Deadline for submitting photos is August 1, 2009.  Please do not submit before July 1, 2009.

The use of all photos submitted becomes the property of OWPHA to be used in their advertising including printed materials and website. 

After announcing photo contest winners at the 2009 Wildlife Expo, all remaining photos must be picked up from the Washita Battlefield National Historic Site by October 31, 2009 or the photos may be disposed of.

All photos must have been taken in OWPHA's 30 counties of Western Oklahoma within the years of 2008 and 2009.  Mail photos to the Washita Battlefield National Historic Site, ATTN: OWPHA Photography Contest, R.R. 1 Box 55A, Cheyenne, OK 73628. 
Entry forms and unlimited use forms must be completely filled out at time of entering.  An entry form and unlimited use form is required for each entry. Please make copies as needed.  DO NOT ATTACH ENTRY/RELEASE FORMS TO PHOTOS.
Entry forms and unlimited use forms can be found at www.owpha.org/photocontest.html

Individuals may enter ONE photo in each category in their division. On the back of each photo entry place a label that states Division: Category the photo is to be judged in.  Also indicate on that label which Loop of the Great Plains Trail of Oklahoma the photo was taken on.  EX:  School age: Wildflowers: Quartz Mountain Loop.  
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Wildlife Expo

The 4th annual Oklahoma Wildlife Expo was held September 26-28, 2008 at the Lazy E Arena. OWPHA participated by having an Educational Booth set up for The Great Plains Safari Game.
Prizes for completing the Great Plains Safari Game included two donated collectible cards showcasing Icon Species for two loops of the Great Plains Trail.  The front of the cards feature a photo of the bird.  While the back has information such as size and a short description of the bird; what it eats and when it can be found in Oklahoma.
The Snowy Plover was the icon species for the Salt Plains Loop. The Pizza Pub restaurant of Buffalo donated the printing costs for 10,000 full-color business cards.

The Scissortail Flycatcher was the icon species for the South Canadian Loop Heith’s Steak House of Seiling donated the printing costs for the  10,000 full-color Scissortail Flycatcher cards.

Thank you Donors

OWPHA is very appreciative of all the assistance it has received this year.  The Playa Lakes Joint Venture and the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation both awarded OWPHA with grants again this year for capacity building and the reprinting of the Great Plains Trail map.

Heith’s Steak House of Seiling and the Pizza Pub of Buffalo donated the “bird biz” cards. Golf pencils were donated  for the Lesser Prairie Chicken Ranch Conversation and Wildlife Expo. 

Anonymous donors purchased a table top display for OWPHA to use at conferences and meetings.

Pauline Fahle has graciously printed, matted and donated scores of her excellent photos for use in the Eastern red Cedar, Lesser Prairie Chicken and OWPHA displays.
Calendar of Events
Rabbit Season October 1, 2008  opens and runs until March 15, 2009

Deer Archery Season October 1, 2008  opens  and runs until Jan. 15, 2009. 

Deer Muzzleloader Season October 25, 2008 opens and runs until Nov. 2, 2008. 

High Plains RC&D meeting

November 19, 2008, 10:00am at the Board Room at the USDA/NRCS Office in Buffalo.
www.highplainsrcd.com
December 3rd 6:00 PM Burn School at the High Plains Technology Center in Woodward. (Seminar A room). There will be a dinner served. RSVP by noon November 28 by emailing pfahle@talogatv.com
January 14th 2009 OWPHA Annual  Meeting - noon
Northwestern Electric Cooperative in Woodward

www.owpha.org
All members and GPT Loop Leaders are strongly encouraged to attend. 

OWPHA Partners

High Pains RC & D

www.highplainsrcd.com
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
www.wildlifedeartment.com

Playa Lakes Joint Venture

www.pljv.org

Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 

www.travelok.com

Washita Battlefield National Historic Site

www.nps.gov/archive/waba/home.htm

Quartz Mountain Nature Park
www.quartzmountain.org

OWPHA Coordinator:

Cody Darbonne

580-735-2322 

225-931-0586
owpha@pldi.net 
OWPHA Chair Keitha Dale kadale@kanokla.net
The USDA prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’s Target Center at (202) 720-2600.  To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 or (202) 720-6382.  USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



Are you aware?

In 2001, High Plains RC&D had the idea of creating a wildlife trail through western Oklahoma similar to a birding and wildlife viewing trail in Texas.  A Texas company was hired to guide the work of High Plains RC&D and the individuals who had volunteered to help create this trail through western Oklahoma.  

High Plains RC&D took on as a project the facilitation of the creation of an organization that could create such a trail, be responsible for identifying wildlife viewing sites, advertising, and creating a printed map.  
Public meetings were held in multiple locations across western Oklahoma to let people know about the idea of the trail and see what interest there might be throughout the area. Out of these meetings Oklahoma Wildlife and Prairie Heritage Alliance was created.  Shortly thereafter a coordinator was hired for the new group.   
High Plains RC&D consulted with the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC), the Playa Lakes Joint Venture (PLJV) and other organizations to see what level of involvement they were capable of.  PLJV and ODWC were the ones most interested in helping and truly were very excited about the idea.  Both, ODWC and PLJV have stuck by as OWPHA has gone through the same growing pains most fledgling organizations experience and both have helped, by providing financial assistance and organizational guidance.  
The Great Plains Trail is a part of, or sub-committee of the Oklahoma Wildlife and Prairie Heritage Alliance.  The Oklahoma Wildlife and Prairie Heritage Alliance is a part of or a committee of High Plains RC&D. The High Plains RC&D is a part of NRCS and the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
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OWPHA Membership Form


NAME:  													


ATTN:  :  													


ADDRESS: :  												


PHONE: :  													


EMAIL ADDRESS:  											





AMOUNT OF DUES





ORGANIZATION/AGENCY 		$100.00 		Check	Cash (Non-deductible)


INDIVIDUAL				  $20.00 		Check	Cash (Non-deductible)


DONATION								Optional (deductible)





TOTAL 





SIGNATURE: 								    DATE: 			
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