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Volume VI, Issue I    June – August 2010
NEXT OWPHA quarterly meeting is 1:00 PM Tuesday September 14th, at the Washita Battlefield National Historic Site in Cheyenne, Oklahoma. The Great Plains Trail Committee meeting will be at 9:30 AM at the same place.
WILDLIFE EXPO

Workers are needed to staff the GPT/OWPHA booth and again this year the OWPHA/GPT Photo Contest Booth. There will be 2 in the OWPHA-GPT booth and 1 in the photo booth each shift. 
Please email owpha@pldi.net if you can help.  Wildlife Expo is September 24- 26th at the Lazy E Arena in Guthrie, Oklahoma.  Friday is again “schools day” which will be very busy.
NEWSLETTER

Are you receiving this newsletter under someone else’s name?  Would you like to receive your own copy?  Are you receiving the newsletter at work but want your very own copy at home?  Can you help us update our addresses?  Send an email with the info to owpha@pldi.net
LOGO & TAG-LINE

It has been suggested that OWPHA needs a new logo.  Not because the current logo doesn’t represent the organization anymore but rather the logo is very complex.  Costs are greatly increased with a complex logo, when looking at embroidering or silk screening the logo onto hats, shirts or even letterhead.  Additionally, a tag line connects a company or organization with a product, concept or a feeling.  For example “Ford. Designed for living. Engineered to last.” or “I love what you do for me - Toyota” are just two recent taglines.  The graphic to the left, is only an example to get you thinking.  Bring your suggestions to the Sept. 14th meeting in Cheyenne.
MERGE GPT & OWPHA MEETINGS

There has been some discussion on shortening & merging the GPT & OWPHA meetings.  An example given would be to start the meetings at 10 or 11 AM and finishing by 2 PM.  It has been suggested it would shorten the day for those that have to drive long distances and may encourage more members to attend.  Come to the next meeting Tuesday September 14th, at the Washita Battlefield National Historic Site in Cheyenne, Oklahoma and voice your opinion!

MEMBERSHIP

There is a new Business member category.  Business dues are $50.00 each year.  Business members have their own page on the OWPHA website, where business cards can be uploaded.  Cards will stay up for the year in which dues are paid.  Visit owpha.org/business to view the Charter Business Member! 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS

A $500 commercial booth was donated by an OWPHA supporter at the National Association of County Agricultural Agents meeting in Tulsa July 11, 2010 thru July 15th.  Three OWPHA members, Larry Wiemers, Woodward, Coleta Bratten, Taloga, and Pauline Fahle, Taloga worked the booth Sunday through Tuesday when the commercial booths were taken down.  We estimated over 300 people came by to talk with us.  Many picked up GPT maps and were very impressed with the quality and quantity of work that went into creating them.  Most people talked about the Great Plains Trail of Oklahoma, the Lesser Prairie Chickens, the wild animals we have, etc.  It was surprising that many people just sat down and talked for 15-20 minutes about our mission, the playa, the trail, Eastern Red Cedar and all the things we participate in including why we have prescribed burns for pastures. We all felt it was well worth our time and effort.


VIP BAT WATCH

July 28th was the date for Bat-stravganza 2010. Bat-stravaganza is a smaller, more intimate opportunity to socialize with some biologists, travel to the bat viewing location and observe millions of these mysterious mammals as they start their evening activities.  Bat-stravaganza started at 6:00 PM with sandwiches and ice cream. A good time was had by all!
SMALL NAWCA GRANTS ARE “EASY” MONEY.

One of the easiest sources of wetland conservation funding – the North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) Small Grants program has a yearly deadline around the end of October every year.  This year it is on October 28.  Contact Christopher Rustay, the Playa Lakes Joint Venture’s Conservation Delivery Leader at Christopher.rustay@pljv.org for more information.

NAWCA Small Grants can help fund small-scale wetlands projects anywhere within the PLJV boundaries. Principal conservation actions supported by the program are: acquisition and restoration of wetlands and  streams and may include wetland-associated uplands. Up to $75,000 in matching funds is available. 

“Often partners are unsure of what makes a good proposal,” said PLJV Conservation Delivery Leader Christopher Rustay. “Generally, if a project has good wetland conservation value, brings partners together, and contributes to conservation plans, the project will rank well. The PLJV can help direct applicants to planning efforts and help determine the value of the project to birds in the area.”  We can also provide examples of previously winning proposals in our area for your use and can even help to write the proposal.  But we don’t do all the work; you have to put the partners together, find non-federal matching funds and know how the project will work.  OWPHA has some experience in managing a grant and can let you know what to expect after you receive one.

Examples of NAWCA Small Grants in western Oklahoma include the recent acquisition of No-Man’s Land playa in Harper County.   You don’t have to apply and find match for $75,000.  Some grants have been for as little as $5,000 such as the winning proposal by the Kiowa County Economic Development Foundation near Eads, Colorado.

.
GPT 

Progress continues on the Interpretive Kiosk project.  Cost comparisons are being done on the various composite decking (“fake wood”) products that are available.  We are also looking into buying materials in bulk i.e. enough to make all the kiosks, to see if this will reduce the costs enough to balance the initial higher cost of composite decking.  Several loops still need to determine their kiosk locations and start getting the necessary permissions.

GPT maps are still available. If you need more maps, plan on attending the September 14th meeting, at the Washita Battlefield National Historic Site in Cheyenne, Oklahoma.  Prior to the meeting, send an email to owpha@pldi.net requesting a box, half a box, or whatever you need.  
Loop leaders, check with the sites on your loop and see if they need any GPT maps.  Also, check your loop to see if GPT signs need replacing.  Visitors attending the Selman Bat Watches receive a road map in their confirmation packets and this year many of them made very positive remarks about the Great Plains Trail road map.
OWPHA WEBSITE

www.OWPHA.org is the address for the website.  Changes are made weekly to keep everything current.  Web wizard Sue Hokanson would appreciate having the dates of community events or environmental group meetings to post.  Send an email to Sue@quartzmountain.org for any upcoming wildlife OR civic event you’d like posted.
2010 PHOTO CONTEST

The 2nd Annual OWPHA/GPT Photo Contest concluded August 10th. Photo entries are show cased at Washita National Historic Battlefield (WNHB) in Cheyenne through September 14th. Prizes will include ribbons for 1st & 2nd Place.  Winning photos will be displayed in a separate booth at Wildlife Expo 2010; the list of winning photographs will be posted at www.owpha.org. 
ANNUAL MEETING

OWPHA is looking for a location to hold the annual meeting in January 2011.  A “central” location is desired.  Remember, OWPHA stretches from Kenton to Waurika and from Jet to Hollis.  Bring suggestions and contact information to Cheyenne.
UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept. 1 
Dove Season Opens.
Sept. 4 & 5 
Oklahoma Free Hunting days: -For Oklahoma residents, a hunting license and HIP permit are not required.

Sept. 11- 20 
Teal season.

Sept. 11- 26 
Special resident Canada goose season.

Sept. 24-24 
Wildlife Expo 2011 at the Lazy E Area in Guthrie.

Oct. 1 – Jan. 15, 2011 
Deer Archery Season
OWPHA’S 2010 EXECUTIVE BOARD

Chair 
Pauline Fahle pfahle@talogatv.com 
Vice Chair Danny Cook cookdp@okstate.edu
Secretary Coleta Bratten deweyccd@conservation.ok.gov

Treasurer Larry Wiemers  lwiemers@sbcglobal.net
Past Chair Keitha Dale kadale@kanokla.net
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