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DATE CHANGE: OWPHA Annual meeting is now 11:30 AM Wednesday January 13th, at the Cordell Community Center in Cordell, Oklahoma.   Lunch will be provided (starting at noon).  Please RSVP either Pauline Fahle (pfahle@talogatv.com) or Sue Hokanson (Sue@quartzmountain.org) by 9:00 AM Friday January 8.  
Election of Officers will occur. Dues must be paid in full to be eligible for a position on the board. All members and Great Plains Trail Loop Leaders are strongly encouraged to attend. 
Lunch will be pot luck.  Becky Wolff is bringing lasagna as the main course.

Great Plains Trail Loop Meetings - Information and Planning Sessions 
Who should attend?  Definitely current GPT site owners or managers and anyone interested in becoming more involved with the Great Plains Trail. This may be Chamber staff, B & B owners, guest ranches, hotel/motel front desk staff, wineries and other agri-tourism or nature-tourism venues. 
Locations TBA and dates subject to change (check http://owpha.org/gpt.html)
January 29th (Friday) - Bats and Bluffs Loop 
Feb. 3 (Wednesday) - Hackberry Flat Loop
Feb. 4th - Quartz Mountain Loop
Feb. 10th - Playa Lake Loop
Feb. 11th - High Plains Loop
Feb. 25th (Thursday) - Cimarron Loop
Feb. 26th (Friday) - Gloss Mountain Loop
Mar. 3rd (Wednesday) - Black Kettle Loop
March 4th (Thursday) - Sand Hills Loop

Salt Plains Loop Meeting:  December 9th

The first of 13 loop meetings was held at the Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge and lunch was provided by the Refuge.  Members of the Great Salt Plains Association were in attendance and Loop Leader Becky Wolff made the introductions.  There were very good discussions regarding priorities for this Loop.  Road signs are still needed on Bird Avenue, the Off the Beaten Track of this loop.  The Loop has been through the PRIDE program but felt that a “Frequently Asked Questions” laminated sheet needs to be provided to businesses within the Loop and that the sheets probably need to be replaced on a quarterly basis.  It was suggested that once the wildlife checklists are available on the GPT website, that perhaps the loop could have a list of wildflowers with images available as well.  In the future, the Loop would like to see destinations within the Loop listed with GPS information.  A location for the interpretive kiosk was discussed and a potential location would be half-way between Jet and Cherokee on Hwys 64 & 58.

South Canadian Loop Meeting: December 10th

The second of 13 loop meetings was held in Watonga at Carillo’s Mexican restaurant.  Discussion included contacts for Canton Lake and making corrections on the GPT site contact database   Loop leaders reported that the bridge at the Oakwood Low Water crossing was being replaced and discussion included contacting the owner of Little Robe Ranch to see if a turn-out could be incorporated using the old bridge.  A discussion regarding the location of the interpretive kiosk included several possibilities because of the area the Loop covers, this Loop could benefit from multiple kiosks.  Road signs still need to be placed at a few locations including Dewey County WMA.  Melynda will contact the WMA biologist to discuss possible sign placement.  After the Loop meeting, GPT representatives met with the Watonga Chamber of Commerce Executive Director.  She is very interested in promoting the South Canadian Loop and GPT.

2010 MEETING DATES

There have been some major conflicts with the 2009 dates selected for OWPHA meetings. Meeting days and locations will be a topic discussed at the January 13th Annual Meeting.  Bring your calendars so the best meeting dates can be selected. Does your loop/ community want to host an OWPHA quarterly meeting?  A meeting space that can accommodate 15-50 people is needed. 

WINTER BIRD FEEDER SURVEY

The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC) asks Oklahoman’s for help every year during their “Winter Bird Survey”.  The dates for 2010’s survey are from January 7 to January 10.  Helping is really quite simple, just choose any two days during from January 7 to January 10 to watch and record the birds at your winter feeders.  All the details can be found by visiting http://www.okwinterbirds.com

NEED A TAX DEDUCTION?

Oklahoma Wildlife & Prairie Heritage Alliance operates under the auspice of High Plains Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council and therefore is afforded the same considerations regarding a 501(c) 3 organization.  All donations to OWPHA are tax deductible however, membership dues are not.  Membership dues for an individual/family are $20 per year and $100 per year for a business, organization or agency.  Any donated money above the membership dues is the only portion to be tax deductible.  If an invoice is required for your organization or agency, please contact OWPHA and we can easily provide one for you.  OWPHA operates strictly from grant monies and membership dues and donations.  Please consider OWPHA in your end of year giving.                Diann Adams, Treasurer
Great Plains Trail Information and Planning Sessions
There will be a series of planning meetings on the Great Plain Trail to be held at Quartz Mountain Nature Park’s Group Camp (Lone Wolf, OK) November 6th through 8th.  
Who should attend?  Definitely current GPT site owners or managers and anyone interested in becoming more involved with the Great Plains Trail. This may be Chamber staff, B & B owners, guest ranches, hotel/motel front desk staff, wineries and other agri-tourism or eco-tourism venues. 
Bird Biz Cards
Each remaining loop needs to find a sponsor to purchase the biz cards. They will need to contact Diann Adams at Buffalo with sponsor information so she can set up design of cards.  Each loop already has a specific bird connected to their loop.  We are getting them designed from same publisher so they are all formatted the same.  10,000 cards are printed at a cost of $500. The sponsor will need to write the $500 check to OWPHA when submitting sponsorship. 

2010 PHOTO CONTEST

YES there will be a 2010 Photo Contest!  Get your cameras out and keep them handy!
Washita Battlefield National Historic Site is again partnering with OWPHA and will be receiving and displaying photo contest entries, and hosting the photo contest judging.
Photos are to be entered between July 1 and August 1, not before or after.  They will be show cased at Washita National Historic Battlefield (WNHB) in Cheyenne. To enter applicants must submit a matted photo, digital image, and the entry form.  More Rules, entry and release forms will be posted to www.owpha.org by February 1, 2010
Prizes will include ribbons for 1st & 2nd Place.  Winning photos will be displayed in a separate booth at Wildlife Expo 2010 and the list of winning photographs will be posted at www.owpha.org.
2010 Committee Appointments: The chair appointed: Becky Wolfe, Dick Zahm, and Pauline Fahle to the photography committee.
MEMBERSHIP

Oklahoma Wildlife & Prairie Heritage Alliance operates on a limited budget.  Funding sources include grants, dues and donations.  Major funding over the years has been from capacity grants from the Playa Lake Joint Venture (PLJV), the ODWC and the Nature Conservancy. 
In these more challenging economic times, membership participation is critical!  
Attendance at the quarterly meetings, involvement in projects and payment of membership dues are all ways to make OWPHA a stronger voice for western Oklahoma’s wildlife and prairie heritage. 
VIP BAT WATCH

July 28th  has been chosen as the date for Bat-stravganza 2010.  Mark your calendars now.  
Space will again be limited to 40 attendees. A committee of Becky Wolff, Pauline Fahle and Diann Adams were named to spearhead Bat-stravaganza 2010. 
UPCOMING EVENTS

“In Search of Eagles” January 2nd, 3rd, 16th, 17th, 30th and 31st  at Quartz Mountain Group Camp, Lone Wolf, Oklahoma. Visit www.quartzmountain.org for more details.
 “Eagle Watches” January 8th, 9th, 15th and 16th   at the Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge in Jet, Oklahoma. Visit http://saltplains.fws.gov/ for more details.
Great Plains Trail quarterly meeting is 9:30 AM January 13th, at the Cordell Community Center in Cordell, Oklahoma.
OWPHA Annual meeting is11:30 AM January 13th, at the Cordell Community Center in Cordell, Oklahoma.

Oklahoma Association of RC&D Councils, quarterly meeting is January 19th, in OKC
PLJV Annual meeting will be held January 19th – 21st, at the Quartz Mountain Arts & Conference Center in Lone Wolf, Oklahoma.
OWPHA’S 2009 EXECUTIVE BOARD

Chair 
Pauline Fahle pfahle@talogatv.com 
Vice Chair Danny Cook cookdp@okstate.edu
Secretary Coleta Bratton  deweyccd@conservation.ok.gov

Treasurer Diann Adams  adamsranch@pldi.net

Past Chair Keitha Dale kadale@kanokla.net
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